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rests on a plinth about 1 yd. high. This consists of a plain
flat band supporting a series of decorated panels. The
decoration consists of a lotus-vase, the spiral leaves of which,
flowing on either side, cover the entire field. Sometimes
winged shell is substituted for the vase. This vase-motive, so
common in Java, is executed here with a great _deal of freedom
and masterly skill.

A cornice with projecting antefk-ornaments separates the
plinth from the upper part of the second basement, about
3 yds. high. It consists of the usual ogee and roll mouldings,
the central vertical part and the cornice, with a number of
small courses, all vigorously executed. The band below
the cornice is decorated with garland and Kinnara motif,
and ante-fix ornaments, with the same motif\ are placed above
the cornice. At each corner of the cornice is a magnificent
gargoyle. The central vertical part consists of a series of
twenty-four sculptured panels. The indentation of the upper
basement and the general arrangement of these panels follow
those of the lower basement. Similar flat posts, flanked by
carved pilasters, separate.one panel from another and each
of these panels consists of a projecting central part with two
sunken panels on two sides.

There is' thus no doubt that the Lara-Jongrang temples,
were Brahmanical in-origin and dedicated to the well known
Hindu Trinity. Bilt ^Siva is undoubtedly held up as the great
god, Brahma and Visnu obviously playing a minor, if not a
subordinate, r61e.

In the opinion of some scholars the Lara-Jongrang temples
were originally meant as burial-chambers, the great Siva
temple being destined for the king, and the others for his
relations and nobles according to their rank. This view rests
mainly upon the popular tradition of the origin of the temples
from pits, and is strengthened by the actual finds of well-holes
in all of them and ash-urns in some. It is, however, also
equally possible that the buildings were originally planned as
temples and used as burial places only in subsequent times, or